
 

Minutes of the  

Delaware Harness Racing Commission Meeting 

PUBLIC SESSION  

January 9, 2018 at 10:00 AM 

 Delaware Department of Agriculture- Conference Room   

 
Commission Members Present 

 

Beverly Steele  Chairman  

Patt Wagner  Vice Chairman  

George Staats Commissioner 

Stephanie Liguori  Commissioner  

Jack Berberian  Commissioner  

 
Others Present 

DHRC Executive Director Mark Davis, Dover Downs Vice President of Racing Charles Lockhart, Sr.,  Harrington Raceway 

General Manager Jim Boese, Harrington Raceway Asst. GM Matt Sparacino, Harrington Facilities Manager Karen Craft, 

DSOA Executive Director Sal DiMario,  DSBF Executive Administrator Judy Davis-Wilson, William Delodovico, Michael 

Cole, George Dennis, William Roberts and Sharon Roberts.    

DHRC staff member: Lauren Torres & Dan Kazmaier    
 
 Minutes: Donna Krol       
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
At 10:07 a.m.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. 
 
Immediately following the “Call to Order,” the DHRC Commission dismissed to Executive Session.  The Commission 
returned to Public Session after the Executive Session was complete. 
 
Executive Session:  
See Executive Session minutes. 
 
Return to Public Session:  
At 10:40 a.m.  Chairman Steele called the public session of the meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Public minutes from the December 12, 2017 Commission Meeting were reviewed.  Chairman Steele entertained a 
motion to approve the public minutes.  Motion was made by Commissioner Staats and seconded by Commissioner 
Liguori.  Motion passed with unanimous voice vote. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 
License Reviews:  
 

Michael Cole: 
Mr. Cole appeared before the Commission; he is applying for a Trainer/Driver’s license.  Mr. Cole’s summary     
sheet was reviewed by the Commission. Mr. Cole has met all the requirements of his conditional groom 
license.  Judges want to see Mr. Cole drive in 10 qualifying races/schoolings over 3 days.  If the Judges are 
satisfied with Mr. Cole’s driving proficiency, then he will have his Driver/Trainer license reinstated and will be 
conditional for 1 year.  Conditions will be set by the Executive Director. 

 
Chairman Steele made a motion to approve a 1 year conditional Driver/Trainer license for Michael Cole.  
Motion was carried by Commissioner Berberian and seconded by Commissioner Staats.  Motion passed with 
voice vote, Commissioner Liguori abstained from voting.     

 
William Bib Roberts: 
Mr. Roberts appeared before the Commission, he is applying for a Trainer’s license.  Mr. Roberts stated that 
his DHRC license is very important to him.  Maryland is trying to race stakes with Delaware so he will need his 
Delaware license in order to compete in the stakes.  During his suspension, Mr. Roberts had surgery and 
moved back to his Maryland residence (he no longer rents the trailer residence in Delaware).  His daughter 
Megan has been training the horses. Mr. Roberts has been racing in MD, VA and PA and participated in the 
Maryland Stakes. Mr. Roberts noted that the Maryland farm is presently up for sale.  Commissioner Berberian 
noted that he would like the Commission to have more time to investigate the information that has come out 
since the last hearing.  Andrew Kerber asked Mr. Roberts if he had any violations in the states he has been 
racing in.  Mr. Roberts stated no.  Andrew Kerber suggested that the Commission table Mr. Roberts’ 
application until the Investigator has had time to look at all the facts of this case. 
 
Chairman Steele entertained a motion to table Mr. Roberts’ application until findings are completed.  Motion 
was made by Commissioner Berberian and seconded by Commissioner Liguori.  Motion passed with 
unanimous voice vote.  Mr. Roberts application will be considered at the February Commission meeting. 

   
 
Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian:  

       
  Executive Director: Activity Summary Report 

Mark Davis reviewed the Activity Summary Report’s provided to the Commission.  Report covers the time 
period of December 1 through December 31, 2017.   
 

        Racing statistics:  June  
 Total # of Live Racing Days = 12 
 Total # Live Races = 156 
  Average # Races per Day = 13 
  Total # of Starters = 1,314 

         Delaware Owned/Trained purse retention:  Average = 83.2 %  
                *Delaware Owned now includes horses that are full/partially owned or trained by Delaware residents. 

      
  License statistics: 
               Total # licenses issued = 76 
               Total Monthly = $6,920.00/YTD Total = $135,370.00.   
                (Total Monthly figures include Licenses, Fingerprints, Appeals and Fines) 
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Reports:  Executive Director, Racing Officials, Veterinarian:  cont’d…. 
 

  Personnel Activities: 
   N/A 
    
         Meetings/Events attended by Mark Davis:  

  DSBF Board Meeting 12-1-17  
  Commission Meeting 12-12-17 
     
 Racing Official Report - Presiding Judge: 

        Reported by: Dan Kazmaier    
 Total # of Rulings:  7 
 Total fine amount: $1,850.00 
 Post-Race Positive Test: None  
 Positive Pre Race Blood Gas Test: None  
     
Racing Official Report - Chief Investigator:   
Reported by:  Lauren Torres           

        Total # Human Drug Tests = 20 
 Positive result: None   
  Total # Breathalyzer tests = 585 average 49/day, Positive result – None    
 Total # Truck & Trailer Searches completed = 31 no violations/seizures 
 

  Racing Official Report - Veterinarian:  
 Reported by: Mark Davis     
 Total # of starters = 1,314 
 Post- Race Testing:   
 161 Blood samples were collected. 
 140 Urine samples  
  21 incomplete collections (no urine)  
 Catch Rate = 86.8%, average time per catch was 35.5 minutes  
  Judge’s Special Tests: 2 
   
 Horse Euthanized On/Off Track: None  
 Accident On/Off Track:  None   
 
 2 A-Fib, 0 Breakdown, 44 scratches (Sick & Vet)  
 
 

OUT OF COMPETITION TESTING: 
Qualifier Testing on 12-6-17, 6 Horses Tested (Blood) 2 Horses Full Tested Blood/Urine.  
6 Horses Tested were negative.   2 Horses Full tested (Blood & Urine) were positive for Dantrolene & Enrofloxacin.  
Trainer Donald Brittingham. 
 
 
FREEDOM of INFORMATION ACT Requests: 
None   
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Sal DiMario spoke about the recent High Blood Gas positives and the extreme cold weather.  Mr. DiMario thinks this 
should be researched further before the violations are put on the horseman’s record.  Mr. DiMario stated that Canada 
and Gural Tracks will not allow anyone with a Class 1, Class 2 or TCO2 positive to race.  This would affect two 
horsemen in particular; they would not be able to participate in Stakes Races held at either track. Mr. DiMario stated 
that the Commission needs to make sure they get it right before altering 2 horseman’s livelihood. Dan Kazmaier stated 
that Sean Bier had a high TCO2 in Delaware and was accepted in MD.  Mr. George Dennis added that in Delaware the 
violation is listed as unfit horse not TCO2.  Delaware uses Base Excess not TCO2.     
 
Mark Davis replied:  he has spoken at length with Dr. Soma regarding this issue.  Base excess normally registers from  
-1 to 7 (Other articles show normal is -2 to 2).  Delaware does not call a positive until 10.4 and 12.4 which is at least 
two standard deviations above the mean plus a .04 allowance for machine variations.  Normal base Excess readings on 
a horse are seasonably variable, but that these positives are far outside the normal range.  During the cold 
temperatures the Trainer needs to re-evaluate the horses’ feed, electrolyte, and water intake, as well as exercise 
schedule.  The positive horses tested were at the end of the race night and had been standing not sweating and not 
drinking.  Commissioner Berberian asked Mr. DiMario if he had any scientific data.  Mr. DiMario replied that there are 
a lot of articles on this subject; we need to make sure Dr.Soma is right.  Other Dr.’s such as McKeaver should be 
consulted.  Dr. Soma is the leading expert on this subject.  Commissioner Berberian noted that the appeal process is in 
place to bring additional scientific data to the Commission and that process is the appropriate avenue for the 
presentation of alternate research.   
 
CLOSE OF PUBLIC MEETING: 
With no further public business to discuss, Chairman Steele made a motion to adjourn the public session.   
Motion was carried by Commissioner Berberian and seconded by Commissioner Liguori. 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:12 a.m.   
 
 
Next Regular Commission Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 20, 2018 at 10:00 AM 
Next Rules Committee Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 16, 2018 at 10:00 AM  
Next DSBF Board Meeting is scheduled TBD  


